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ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES 
2015 ANNUAL CONVENTION 

RESOLUTION 15-24 

TITLE: URGING THE STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS TO ACT NOW TO ADDRESS AND 
MITIGATE CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACTS ON ALASKAN COMMUNITIES TO 
ENSURE COMMUNITY RESILIENCY AND ADAPTATION 

WHEREAS  the Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) is the largest statewide Native organization in 
Alaska, and its membership includes 165 federally-recognized tribes, 146 village 
corporations, 12 regional corporations, and 12 regional nonprofit and tribal 
consortiums that contract and compact to run federal and state programs; and 

WHEREAS  the mission of AFN is to enhance and promote the cultural, economic, and political 
voice of the entire Alaska Native community; and 

WHEREAS  Alaska, especially rural Alaskan coastal communities, are on the front lines of climate 
change; and 

WHEREAS  climate change and the effects of continued warming are imparting large scale 
changes to the environment, livelihood, economy, and the animals we rely upon, 
and our Alaska Native brothers and sisters in all parts of Alaska from Southeast 
Alaska to the North Slope of Alaska are affected; and 

WHEREAS  our people have lived in the Arctic for thousands of years, and were the first 
environmentalists, resource managers, and participants in Arctic commerce. Despite 
this, Alaska Natives have been relegated to the "back of the bus" when it comes to 
decisions about the Arctic and matters that affect our people. We need to be 
included from the beginning in all deliberations and decisions about the Arctic; and 

WHEREAS  a commitment by the United States and the state of Alaska to include Alaska Native 
communities affected by climate change in decisions that affect us is critical, and 
actions by the state and federal governments will have profound impacts on our 
future generations and all of Alaskans; and 

WHEREAS  some of the most vulnerable communities were anchored in these sites by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs schools. 

WHEREAS many communities in close proximity to rivers or oceans are experiencing flooding 
and other problems due to the erosion of their coast or river banks, and other 
communities have suffered other natural disasters linked to climate change; and 

WHEREAS  marine life is a vital element for survival to coastal communities; ice conditions have 
become less stable, thinner, and spring melt has shifted to earlier in the year; ocean 
acidification and warming is also contributing to changes in the ecosystems; and 
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WHEREAS  Alaska Natives in coastal communities are experiencing readily observable impacts 
of climate change, and are especially at risk given all the increased activity in the 
Arctic; and 

WHEREAS  the federal government has enacted climate change policies that adversely impact 
Alaska Natives ability to participate in traditional subsistence activities and access 
economic development opportunities. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the delegates of the 2015 AFN Annual Convention that 
AFN urges the federal and state governments to provide federally recognized tribes, 
tribal nonprofit organizations, and ANCSA corporations equal representation and 
decision-making power regarding any climate change policies and legislation 
affecting the state of Alaska and its people. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AFN urges the federal and state governments to ensure that any 
climate change related regulations and legislation do not hinder Alaska Natives 
ability to access subsistence resources or hinder any current and future economic 
development opportunities. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AFN urges the state and federal governments to act now and 
invest in infrastructure designed to protect from oil spills, contaminants, and 
biohazards associated with Aleutians to Arctic industrial activities and climate 
change. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AFN urges the state and federal governments to consider the 
feasibility of renewable energy infrastructure to mitigate climate change. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AFN urges the federal and state governments to increase climate 
change and marine research regarding impacts to ecosystems and indigenous 
people, including traditional ecological knowledge and institutions capable of 
obtaining that knowledge, such as Alaska Native organizations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AFN urges the state and federal governments to explore and 
implement methods that allow Alaska Natives to be given priority for economic 
opportunities created in relation to or due to climate change and its impacts. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AFN urges the state and federal governments to coordinate 
disaster preparedness, response, and recovery planning and implementation with 
local and regional entities, and that funding be allocated to address the threats to 
life and safety, with prioritization being provided to the communities that have been 
identified as being in “imminent danger.” 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be the policy of AFN until it is withdrawn or 
modified by subsequent resolution. 
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SUBMITTED BY: COUNCIL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ALASKA NATIVES AND 
TETLIN IRA COUNCIL 

COMMITTEE ACTION:   PASSED 
CONVENTION ACTION: PASSED AS AMENDED 

Julie Kitka 
President 


